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Figure 1  Construction process of Xiang (%) thinking
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Construction of Xiang (%) Thinking Based on Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics: Discussion on the Differences
in Value Concepts Between Chinese and Western Medicine
LIU Liwei"?, WANG Yongyan®, FAN Yipin’, HUANG Yuxuan’
1. School of Basic Medical Sciences, Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu, 611137; 2. Institute of Basic
Research in Clinical Medicine, China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences
ABSTRACT Based on the bidirectional relationship between language and thinking, a dialogue framework between
linguistics and xiang (%) thinking is established to systematically reveal the value chain of xiang thinking constructed
under the language model, and to explore the differences in the value concepts of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM)
and western medicine under the meta thinking of TCM. As the original thinking of sinology in the general sense, the
essence of xiang thinking is the deductive way of the thinking subject to the objective law, which affects the thinking
paradigm of TCM. Cognitive linguistics provides a precise path for the construction process of xiang thinking, and the
theoretical construction of xiang thinking can be divided into two meanings, "body" and "cognition", experiencing
five stages such as observing objects, visualization and abstraction, imagery cognitive model, conceptualization and categori-
zation, and modeling deduction. Xiang thinking and innovation in TCM theory are influenced by three dimensions,
subjective human factors, language factors, and practical factors. The difference between Chinese and western medi-
cal values is determined by the underlying logic of civilization, which is reflected in subject culture, thinking and cog-
nition, and diagnosis and treatment methods. The mutual learning of civilizations and cultural inclusiveness are the
key to seeking the symbiotic development of Chinese and western medicine.
Keywords xiang (%) thinking; embodied-cognitive linguistics; image schema; medical value concepts; civiliza-
tion mutual learning
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