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On the Characteristics and Construction of Identifying Concepts in Traditional Chinese Medicine

HUANG Luqi', LI Zhan®

1. China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing, 100700; 2. Postdoctoral Research Station of China Academy of Chinese
Medical Sciences

ABSTRACT The construction of identifying concepts in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) represents a fundamen-
tal and prerequisite task for establishing an independent knowledge system of TCM. By defining the principles for the
extraction and the methods for constructing TCM identifying concepts, this paper proposes that such concepts should
possess the characteristics of being framework-oriented, autonomous, extensible, inheritable, and cross-disciplinary,
and should follow a structural framework of "worldview-thinking mode-methodology". Based on this framework, typi-
cal TCM identifying concepts, including gi, yin-yang, five elements, visceral manifestation, meridians and collaterals,
body fluids, xiang (manifestation) , four diagnostic methods, pattern differentiation, preventive treatment of disease,
treating disease by seeking the root cause, prescription-syndrome, four natures and five flavors, and combination of
medicinals, are extracted from four classical texts,i. e. The Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor ({#N%5)), The Classic
of Difficult Issues ({(MEZ:) ), Treatise on Cold Damage and Miscellaneous Diseases ({1} %24 %€ ) ) , and Shen
Nong's Classic of the Materia Medica (¥4 #48) ). Their interrelationships are further elucidated. Exploring a
pathway for constructing TCM identifying concepts will not only facilitate the development of an independent know-
ledge system of TCM and promote its inheritance and innovative development, but also provide a reference for the
establishment of independent knowledge systems in other disciplines.

Keywords identifying concepts; traditional Chinese medicine; framework orientation; autonomy; extensibility; inheri-

tance; cross-disciplinary nature
(ke BB 2026 04 -21; SEFHH: 2026 06 —07; &M H . 2026 -06 —12)
(%3t 1FEA]

MRATT 3 2026 45 (rppEges)

(hBEZeak) (ISSN 1001-1668, CN 11-2166/R) & H HiAe 2 22 2 fiep [5 v BE b2 g I R 25 2545
PESEARWIT. BITILOCRIGAIREE “DIR & F, M &7 Rl sr, RREREZ RGP i
K. BAEBEAURHERZEARZ W I E R R P EGHIPZ —, &b SO0 I RIREHEAZ O IR b DR R
B E e E GO R AG 2 b T MR T b ] 60 A A SR T b E SR AR T
P E E A AR, B 2RI T g H SR TR SRS T b AR BRI, B
55 S DU S R R A AR 4R

(el 2Rt H b 2404 B RN TIE O A5 53 B 28 44 & v BRI TR B 26 HEE 256 7 BEXER 1 22 56

I RIS AR R 2B T AR L . BBUR s ARG . BB Sk TRIETP R . WBhe . k. AR
el S5 5, $REERCHT AR AL . WP R 5ROk, oI th Ry W BE 2y, ORI i R MY
I R 5 7

CPEEZREY JEA T, HH 2 HA17 MR, SHE 0 40.00 7T, 424F 960
TG [ NEEE AT DL 4 A Mg s I BT ) 2L (IR & 1R 5:2-698) , Al 54
e RSS AR A MR, MR el 2% . G (010) 64035632, (010) 64089195,
E AN AT HEEBRESRZERARAR (39954, Higi: 100044, 1L
5. SM140),

AFEHHE : AESTHTARBIX AR BT TR/ ME 16%5, HBELZH%: 100700

P41k . http://www.jtem.net.cn

3

+
I T Tl T AT




