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Science ( from Latin scientia meaning
“knowledge”) is a systematic enterprise that builds
and organizes knowledge in the form of testable expla—
nations and predictions about the universe "

( scientia )

* :18939885716@ 163. com

200240)

( American Heritage

Dictionary of the English Language) " science
1) a. The observation identification de—
scription  experimental investigation and theoretical

explanation of phenomena. “ N

"o b. Such ac-

tivities restricted to a class of natural phenomena.

~ ~

“ 7. 2) A systematic
method or body of knowledge in a given area.
“ "5 3) Archaic
Knowledge especially that gained through experience.
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( Michael W. Young)

( Edward H. Hume)
Contributions of China to the Science and Art of Medi—
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On Scientificity of Traditional Chinese Medicine

CAl Yingwen

( School of Materials Science and Engineering Shanghai Jiao Tong University Shanghai 200240)

ABSTRACT Based upon the definition and characteristics of science the fallacy that traditional Chinese medicine
( TCM) is pseudo-science is refuted. The architecture of human civilization is depicted as a butterfly and the position
of TCM is illustrated which tells that TCM is an art with a core of system science. The differences of TCM and west—
ern medicine are compared by use of Taiji diagram while their space scales in research are schematically presented on
the basis of QIAN Xuesen’s division. Hence it is pointed out that TCM and western medicine need to go in opposite
directions i. e. TCM Top-down and western medicine Bottom-up detailed examples are given. Nexus ( meridian)

and diaforamen ( acupoint) are the part in TCM which have the most scientific characteristics. By adoption of exegesis
and classics it is argued that “nexus is interstitial gap diaforamen is cavity” from imago science and philosophy.

Combination of Chinese Hexateuch with English word-building to translate TCM terms can construct TCM discourse
system with Chinese characteristics which is beneficial to the understanding in scientific connotation of TCM  as well
as the integration of TCM with western medicine. The rebirth of TCM from the ashes will significantly prompt the great
rejuvenation of Chinese nation and human peace.

Keywords scientificity of traditional Chinese medicine; comparison of traditional Chinese medicine and western

medicine; Taiji diagram; space scale; meridian; acupoint; traditional Chinese medicine discourse system
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