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Meaning of “Tongtian” ( ) in Medical Bamboo Slips in Han Dynasty Tombs in Tianhui
GU Man LIU Changhua
( Institute of Chinese Medical History China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences Beijing 100700)
ABSTRACT The concept of “Tongtian” ( ) has appeared repeatedly in Tianhui medical bamboo slips invol—
ving five organs five colors and five elements. Through a detailed survey of the relevant provisions of the unearthed
documents and the handed down documents it is proposed that the text “qi reaching to the sky and with organ-viscera”
is the guiding principle of Maishu Shangjing (¢ . ») and the contents of “Tongtian” can be summarized as
breathing to the sky five organs to the sky five colors to the sky five elements to the sky and meridians to the sky.
The concept of “Tongtian” contains the understanding of ancient Chinese medicine on human life and it is closely re—
lated to the “five-color pulse diagnosis” system of Bianque medicine which is the theoretical basis for constructing
Chinese medicine pulse diagnosis and meridians system.
Keywords Tianhui medical bamboo slips; tongtian ( ) Maishu ( ¢ »); Shangjing ( ¢ ) ; five—eolor
pulse diagnosis
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