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Innovation: the Primary Driving Force behind Sustainable Development of Traditional Chinese Medicine
ZHOU Ran' SHI Huaisheng® ZHANG Bo’

(1. Shanxi University of Chinese Medicine Jinzhong 030600; 2. Food & Drugs Inspection and Test Center of Shanxi Province;
3. Shanxi Health Vocational College)

ABSTRACT The history in past two thousand years proves that innovation is the primary driving force behind sus—
tainable development of traditional Chinese medicine ( TCM) . The form of theoretical system of TCM was an original
construction. After that clinical medicine became independent and divided and medical practitioners of the past dy—
nasties carried forward the theories of Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor ( ( ») and ZHANG Zhongjing’s thera—
peutic methods. Especially the medical schools in Song and Yuan Dynasties came out and the epidemic febrile dis—
ease theory established and the innovative dynamism of TCM had strengthened. And the prerequisite of innovation
and development is drawing on the achievements of related disciplines in all ages. During the past hundreds of years
the manifestations of TCM“s lack of innovation are the research direction having deviated from the theories in Inner
Canon of Yellow Emperor and the technology having been behind the times. Combination between four diagnostic
methods and modern technologies might be the first innovation in feasible area. Then systematic researches on yin—
yang qi and blood essence and fluid which connect with “visceral element” and “manifestation element” will possi—
bly be the new method of viscera-state doctrine.
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