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Acupuncture and Humanities: A Preliminary Study on the Research Path and Contempory Literature Overview
JIANG Shan'? ZHANG Daging'
(1. School of Health Humanities Peking University Beijing 100191; 2. Institute of Advanced Studies University College London)
ABSTRACT In the current construction of acupuncture disciplines there is a lack of an independent position to
study with the humanistic method as the basic path. It cannot clarify the ownership of such research in the entire dis—
cipline category which affects the overall development of the discipline and the objectivity of academic mechanism
construction. We should emphasize the importance of the humanistic research path of acupuncture and initially define
its scope including 5 aspects i. e. the traceability of the ancient and modern concepts of acupuncture and the theoret—
ical contention textual criticism of the ancient literature acupuncture academic history and schools the thought and
culture and the exploration of methodologies in multiple humanities clarifying its connotation and extension. Based
on the relevant research writings since 1949 this paper reviewed the contemporary development of acupuncture hu—
manities research further clarified the research path and the possible impact on the future subject system innovation
and discussed its value and significance.
Keywords acupuncture humanities; acupuncture theory; history of acupuncture; research path; multiple disciplina—
ry approach
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