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Pattern Characteristics of Cancer Toxin in treatment of Tumors in Traditional Chinese Medicine

LI Liu, CHENG Haibo

First School of Clinical Medicine, Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine/ Jiangsu Collaborative Innovation Center of Traditional
Chinese Medicine in Prevention and Treatment of Tumor, Nanjing, 210023

ABSTRACT Patterns are indispensable parts of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) theories. Based on the dis-
ease mechanism theory of cancer toxin, and from the clinical perspective of cancer toxin as a specific pathogenic factor
leading to the generation and development of tumors, it is considered that the cancer toxin patterns are specific, con-
current, crossed and variable, and the corresponding connotation is explained. Due to the four characteristics of can-
cer toxin patterns, it is suggested to combine multiple treatment methods, use compound formulas, and intervene with
multiple stages as the basic strategy; additionally, the superior model combining pattern differentiation and disease
differentiation, and the method of “treating the same disease in many different ways” and “treating many different dis-
eases in the same way” based on TCM patterns can be used, providing references for development of pattern differenti-
ation and treatment model having more specific focus on TCM.

Keywords tumors; cancer toxin; pattern characteristics
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