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Reflections on the Living Heritage of Traditional Chinese Medicine

LIU Wenping, FENG Quansheng, WU Wenjun, ZHOU Shiyi, HU Yimei, YU Shuguang

Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu, 611137

ABSTRACT As a representative feature of Chinese traditional culture, traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) is
characterized by the nationality, historicity, reality and vitality. The basic characteristics of the vitality of TCM clu-
ture determine that the inheritance of TCM culture should not be static and solidified, but developed and fresh. By an-
alyzing the connotation, meaning and goal of living heritage of TCM, it is proposed that TCM culture is its root, while
the academic thought and medical ethics of famous old TCM doctors are the soul, and the clinical experience as well
as diagnosis and treatment technology of famous old TCM doctors are the main parts. It is suggested to build a
multi-dimensional and multi-channel living heritage system of TCM by strengthening the inheritance of TCM classics,
strengthening the publicity of TCM culture, reforming the clinical learning model with famous old TCM doctors, and
using big data and cloud computing techniques to mine the tacit knowledge of famous old TCM doctors, thereby pro-
moting the large-scale, intelligent and intensive development of TCM.

Keywords traditional Chinese medicine culture; living heritage ; intangible cultural heritage protection
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