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The Nature of Symptoms and Its Significance to Symptoms Standardization
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ABSTRACT Based on previous researches focusing on standardized classification and connotation of the symp-
toms, this paper proposes eight natures of the symptoms, namely singleness, independence, uniqueness, complete-
ness, classification, granularity, epistasis, and equivalence. It is believed that singleness is an important criterion
for judging standardized symptoms or invalid symptoms; independence is a necessary basis for further researches after
symptom standardization; and uniqueness is the objective requirement of reducing the dimension of data in the pro-
cess of intelligentization and standardization of traditional Chinese medicine. It is pointed out that there are difficul-
ties in clearly defining the connotation of the standardized expression of traditional symptoms, dealing with uncommon
symptoms , enumerating the subordinate concepts, describing the time information, and judging the effective
symptoms.

Keywords standardization of symptoms; nature of symptoms; classification of symptoms; singleness; indepen-
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